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Dr. George H. Bigelow, who was 
for a number of years State Com- 
missioner of Public Health of Mass- 
achusetts, a vice-president of the 
Massachusetts Tuberculosis League, 
and who became director of the 
Massachusetts General Hospital in 
1933, disappeared on December 3rd 
last. He may be a victim of amnesia. 

The search for Dr. Bigelow has 
been conducted diligently in Massa- 
chusetts by the police authorities. In 
addition to this, hospitals, penal 
institutions, and police departments 
throughout the United States have 
been circularized by the Massachusetts 
authorities. There has been no trace 
of Dr. Bigelow since he disappeared 
on the date mentioned above. 

With the approval of the state 
authorities and with the cordial ap- 


Dr. George H. Bigelow 


Dr. Bigelow Missing Since December 3 


proval of Dr. Bigelow’s family and the 
State Department of Public Health 
we are appealing to BULLETIN readers 
to assist in the search. 

Dr. Bigelow was not only an out- 
standing leader in the field of public 
health but a man of the greatest per- 
sonal dignity and charm. We believe 
that the officers and executives of 
tuberculosis and health associations 
may be able to participate in the 
attempt to find and restore to his 
place in public health so distinguished 
and valuable a man. 


A description of Dr. Bigelow 
follows : 


Six ft. tall; weighs approximately 
175 lbs.; has deep blue eyes; heavy 
shock of black hair closely cut, slightly 
gray at the temples. He is of rangy 
build. When he left his heine he wore 
a soft brown felt hat, a black overcoat 
with a velvet collar, a brown suit, 
and tan rubber-soled shoes, and a soft 
white shirt. He is 44 years of age. 
He wore a square silver wrist watch 
with a leather strap, and carried a 
brown pigskin brief case. 


The finger prints of Dr. George 
H. Bigelow are in the possession of 
the Department of Public Safety of 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 
Hospitals are requested to finger print 
all amnesia victims unidentified, for- 
warding them to Colonel Paul G. 
Kirk, Commissioner of Public Safety, 
State House, Boston, Mass. 
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New York Institute 


Definite arrangements fur a regular 
two-weeks’ institute for the training 
of tuberculosis workers have been per- 
fected with New York University. 
The institute will be held in the 
Education Building of the University 
in New York City. The dates are 
March 4 to 16 inclusive. Following 
the usual custom, it will be limited in 
number, to not over thirty-five. A 
registration fee of $10 will be charged. 

The course will cover in general 
the following topics: medical and 
scientific basis for the tuberculosis 
campaign, methods of tuberculosis 
control including statistics, case-find- 
ing, nursing, treatment, educational 
and other methods; program—local, 
state and national, and relations with 
various groups in the community. The 
entire course will be under the per- 
sonal direction of Dr. Philip P. 
Jacobs. An application blank and 
descriptive circular will be sent on 
request to your state or to the Na- 
tional Association. 

This will be the only institute of 
its kind to be held during 1935 and 
students will be accepted from any- 
where in the United States. 


Dwight Anderson Resigned 


Dwight Anderson has resigned his 
position as publicity consultant of the 
National Tuberculosis Association to 
become director of the newly-formed 
public relations bureau, Medical So- 
ciety of the State of New York. He is 
assuming his new duties immediately 
at 2 East 103rd St., New York City, 
the Academy of Medicine building. 

Mr. Anderson has been connected 
with the National Tuberculosis Asso- 
ciation for the past ten years. During 
the latter half of that time he has also 

(Concluded on page 8) 
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Economic Status and 


Tuberculosis 


The three accompanying charts give 
in a striking way confirmation to the 


frequently expressed ideas that tuber- - 


culosis is affected adversely by reduced 
income, and that well directed health 
work brings about a decline in the 
disease. 

Chart I shows the relative death 
rates for seven social-economic groups 
of employed males. It is significant 
that the death rate rises as the social- 
economic status declines, until the rate 
for unskilled workers is more than 
seven times that for professional men. 

Chart II. is striking, because it 
shows the relative decline of tubercu- 
losis among industrial policy holders 
of the Metropolitan Life Insurance 
Company and the general population. 
In 1911 the Metropolitan rate was 75 
points higher than the general rate. 
In 1932 the two curves almost con- 
verge. One might easily argue that 
the intensive activity carried on by the 
Metropolitan Life Insurance Com- 
pany for its policy holders had been 
more effective than the extensive pro- 
gram carried on in the country at 
large. 

Not many figures are available 
showing declines in specific insurance 
groups over a period of years. Hence 
the German figures presented in Chart 
III are particularly striking. The low 
income worker was up to his neck in 
tuberculosis in 1902, but by 1928 he 
was only up to his knees. For the 
more prosperous white collar group 
the death rate has remained nearly 
stationary, reflecting possibly again the 
favorable influence of German social 
insurance on the lower economic 


group. 
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Chart I—Standardized tuberculosis (of the respiratory system) death rates 
per 100,000 employed males 15-64 years of age by social-economic classes, 


selected occupations, selected states (United States) in 1930 
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Chart II—Tuberculosis death rates per 100,000 for Metropolitan industrial 
policy holders and the general population in the United States Registration 
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Lake Placid Club 


Arrangements have been made un- 
der which a substantial number of 
accommodations at Lake Placid Club 
will be available for delegates to our 
June meeting. This institution is not 
a hotel but a private club, located 
in the village of Lake Placid, 9% 
miles from Saranac Lake. Under or- 
dinary circumstances guest privileges 
are extended to non-members only on 
sponsorship of Lake Placid Club mem- 
bers or former guests, but, through 
sponsorship of the local committee, 
members of our Association who wish 
to stay at the Lake Placid Club will 
be extended guest privileges for attend- 
ance at the meeting without further 
individual sponsorship. 

Accommodations are available only 
on the American Plan, though a rate 
will be quoted for those who wish to 
take the noon meal away from the 
Club. The Club rates as quoted in the 
December BULLETIN were tentative, 
subject to change, and definite rates 
will be established shortly and an- 
nounced. It is expected that they will 
not vary greatly from the quotation 
in the December BULLETIN. Advance 
reservations should be made. 

Epitor’s Note—Hotels in Saranac 
Lake and vicinity were listed in the 
December BULLETIN. Please make 
reservations early. 

The preliminary program for the 
annual meeting, June 24-27, will be 
published in the March issue. 
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Record Book for Patients 


Through the cooperation of Dr. 
Lawrason Brown, the National Tu- 
berculosis Association has prepared a 
Record Book for Tuberculosis Patients 
which is designed for use under the 
direction of the patient’s personal 
physician. It is in the form of charts 
and provides for a six months’ (29 
weeks) daily record of symptoms. An 
introduction by Dr. Brown explains 
fully how to use the book. The price 
per single copy is 15 cents postpaid ; 
in lots of 10 to 99, 10 cents each, 
plus transportation; in lots of 100 or 
more, 8 cents each, plus transporta- 
tion. The book may be ordered from 
the Journal of the Outdoor Life, 
50 West 50th Street, New York City. 


Tour for Next Summer 
The Health Section of the World 


Federation of Education Associations 
is arranging a European travel and 
study tour in connection with the 
Federation meeting at Oxford, Eng- 
land, August 10-17. Leaving New 
York June 29, the tour will visit 
France, Switzerland, Germany, Po- 
land, Russia, Finland, Sweden, Den- 
mark and England. The group will 
meet the leaders in school health in 
each of these countries. 

For further information, write to 
the Chairman of the Health Section, 
Professor C. E. Turner, Massachu- 
setts Institute of Technology, Cam- 
bridge, Mass. 
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Chart 111—Tuberculosis death rates per 100,000 for income groups of 1,200- 

2,000 and 3,500-5,000 marks. Hamburg 1902-1914; Baden 1924-1928. Allow- 

ances are made for changes in value of the mark and these income groups 
include only taxpayers without dependents 


Supply Service Note 


Wuat You SHouLD Know 
AsoutT TUBERCULOSIS 


“Many excellent things are written 
for the tuberculosis patient,” remarked 
Dr. L. J. Moorman of the Farm 
Sanatorium of Oklahoma City, “but 
if I could give my patients only one 
it would be this little booklet.” Dr. 
Moorman referred to the new edition 
of “What You Should Know About 
Tuberculosis.” Back in 1916 Dr. 
Charles L. Minor wrote the first 
edition. It was revised several times 
and after Dr. Minor’s death a new 
manuscript was prepared by Dr. 
Gerald B. Webb of Colorado Springs. 
Always this booklet has been the 
standby of tuberculosis sanatoria and 
tuberculosis associations. What makes 
the present edition, written by staff 
members of the National Association, 
particularly attractive are the illustra- 
tions and the typography, both de- 
signed by Hans Axel Walleen. 

Hesitatingly the Supply Service 
printed a first edition of 75,000, but 
was happily surprised when the edition 
was sold out in about two months. 
A new edition is to be printed soon. 
If you are not well stocked up, place 
your order at once with your state 
association. You may have your im- 
print on the booklets if you so specify 
and order promptly. 


Health Education 
Throughout the Year 


Bulletin readers will be glad to 
know that the figures for the 1934 
Christmas Seal sale show an increase 
for the United States. After all, it is 
not how much we raise that is the 
important question asked about the 
annual seal sales. It is how we spend 
the hard won dollars so generously 
donated that is of first interest to us 
and to the public. What better answer 
to this question have we than in the 
Early Diagnosis Campaign? 

Have you become familiar with the 
1935 Early Diagnosis Campaign ma- 
terial? And have you planned how 
you will use this in the spring and 
throughout the year? This year the 
slogan, “Fight ‘Tuberculosis with 
Modern Weapons,” has an appeal ° 
that, when followed up by the four 
attractive booklets and the poster, will 
go far toward convincing the public 
that seal sale funds are well spent. 
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News Reel 


Dr. Charles J. Kaufman of New York 
City has been appointed medical director 
of the National Jewish Hospital at Den- 
ver, Colorado, to take the place of Dr. I. 
D. Bronfin, who died July 31. Dr. Kauf- 
man is a graduate of the College of the 
City of New York and Cornell University 
Medical School, where since 1928 he has 
been a member of the faculty. 


The Marion County (Indiana) Tuber- 
culosis Association, of which Mary A. 
Meyers is executive secretary, is to be 
congratulated upon receiving on Christ- 
mas Day a gift of $50,000 in bonds from 
an anonymous friend of the association. 
The gift was made for the purpose of 
aiding in the enlargement and mainte- 
nance of their preventorium near Bridge- 


port. 


The American Heart Association has 
recently issued a new booklet of forty 
pages covering such phases of heart dis- 
ease as prevalence, cause, types, preven- 
tion, symptoms, and treatment. A second 
edition of “Heart Disease Mortality Sta- 
tistics” has also been issued. For details 
regarding price and further description 
write the American Heart Association, 
50 West 50th Street, New York City. 


Arthur J. Strawson, formerly with the 
National Tuberculosis Association and 
now executive secretary of the Southern 
Worcester County Health Association, has 
been elected to the Publicity Committee 
of the Worcester, Massachusetts, Cancer 
Committee. 

A clinical session on chronic pulmonary 
diseases was held January 30 by the 
Tuberculosis Sanatorium Conference of 
Metropolitan New York. The officers of 
the Conference are Dr. Grant Thorburn, 
chairman; Dr. B. S. Pollak, vice-chair- 
man; Bernard S. Coleman, secretary; and 
Godias J. Drolet, consulting statistician. 


A comprehensive coordinated program 
on the control of tuberculosis in Buffalo, 
New York, has been adopted by the local 
board of health. This control program 
includes medical, nursing, and social ser- 
vice facilities. 


The twelfth annual meeting of the 
American Orthopsychiatric Association 
will be held at the Pennsylvania Hotel in 
New York, February 21, 22, and 23, 1935. 


Dr. Emerson presided at a luncheon 
meeting on “The Nation’s Health—and 
Public Health Nursing” held January 21 
by a committee of the National Organiza- 
tion for Public Health Nursing. Miss 
Josephine Roche, recently appointed Assist- 
ant Secretary of the Treasury, spoke on 
“National Health Challenges Today.” 


Statistical Note 


Fiom the Bulletin of the Metropolitan 
Life Insurance Company we learn that 
there is still another reduction in the tu- 


Scholarship Available 


A full tuition scholarship of $500 
is available in the field of health 
education for 1935-36 at Massa- 
chusetts Institute of Technology 
through the Department of Biology 
and Public Health. This scholar- 
ship covers the full scholastic year, 
beginning in September and closing 
in June. It is available for women 
only. 

This scholarship will be awarded 
to a candidate recommended by the 
National Tuberculosis Association. 
Applicants should have basic train- 
ing in mathematics, physics, chem- 

istry, and biology. Undergraduate 
training in psychology and educa- 

tion is desirable. The awards will 
be based upon the nature and qual- 
ity of the previous academic work 
of the applicant, personality qualifi- 
cations for professional work in the |] 
field of public health, and need of 
scholarship aid. Preference will be 
given to candidates possessing the 
Bachelor’s degree, and having had 
successful teaching or administra- 
tive experience. 

The scholarship will be awarded 
in June 1935 and applications should 
be received not later than May 15. 
All those who are interested in this 
scholarship are invited to write to 
the Child Health Education Service 
of the National Tuberculosis Asso- 
ciation, 50 West 50th Street, New 
York, for application blanks. 


Medical Aid 


Every tuberculosis worker should 
be acquainted with the provisions of 
the medical aid system under F.E.R.A. 
and how it operates in his particular 
locality. A recent study of “Medical 
Care of the Unemployed under the 
F.E.R.A.” reveals how the plan works 
in various states, explains the fee 
schedules agreed upon and the difficul- 
ties that still complicate the plan. A 
limited number of copies of the report 
are offered free. Apply to the Amer- 
ican Public Welfare Association, 850 
East 58 St., Chicago, Illinois. 


berculosis death rate called by them “the 
outstanding public health achievement 
of the year.” “The cumulative tuberculosis 
mortality rate is 64.6 per 100,000, an im- 
provement of 5.3 per cent over the previous 
low point—recorded only last year. We 
may expect, on the basis of previous ex- 
perience, that the tuberculosis figure for the 
complete year will be not far from 5 per 
cent below that recorded at the end of the 
half year. It will not be surprising, there- 
fore, if 1934 registers a tuberculosis mor- 
tality rate of, or below, 60 per 100,000— 
a most encouraging condition among an 
industrial wage-earning population. 
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Meetings 

The Board of Directors of the Na- 
tional Tuberculosis Association will 
meet at the Hotel Stevens, Chicago, 
on February 16. 

Two post seal sale meetings will be 
held during March: on the 8th in 
New York City in the Pompeian 
Room at the Hotel Lexington, Lex- 
ington Avenue at 48th Street, for the 
northeast-Atlantic states; on the 15th 
at Chicago for the Mississippi Valley 
states, western and southern adjacent 
states in the roof garden of the Knick- 
erbocker Hotel. 


Miss Foley Honored 


Miss Edna L. Foley, superintendent 
of the Visiting Nurse Association in 
Chicago, has been honored by the 
award of the first “Citizenship Fel- 
lowship” to be conferred by the Insti- 
tute of Medicine of Chicago. The 
wording of the award in part follows: 
“Citizenship fellowship is conferred 
on Edna Louise Foley, helpful in all 
efforts to improve the civic, social, 
and health conditions of Chicago.” 
Miss Foley is also a member of the 
Board of Directors of the N. T. A. 


Dwight Anderson Resigned 
(Concluded from page 5) 


been publicity consultant of the Ma- 
ternity Center Association of New 
York City. On several occasions in 
addition to his work with the N.T. A. 
he has handled special projects, such 
as the publicity for annual meetings 
of the American College of Surgeons, 
the National Conference of Social 
Work, and the Medical Society of the 
State of New York. 

Before joining the National staff in 
1925, Mr. Anderson was engaged in 
publicity work for chambers of com- 
merce and institutional money-raising 
enterprises. In 1922 and again in 
1923, he did publicity work for the 
Brooklyn Bureau of Charities as a 
special assignment during the Christ- 
mas Seal Sale; and also in 1924 for 
the Minnesota Public Health Asso- 
ciation. 

Mr. Anderson is a graduate of 
Western Reserve University, L.L.B. 
His early years were spent in news- 
paper and magazine work in the East 
and in the far West, where he was 
managing editor of daily and weekly 
periodicals in Yakima and Spokane, 
Washington. 
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